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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-641 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU GEOLOGY FOUNDER TO RETIRE 
DEC o 7 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL--Dr. Dewey Amos, founder of the geology 
program at Eastern Illinois University, will retire from his 
full-time teaching position this month. 
Referred to as ''the father of geology" at Eastern by 
geology/geography chair Dr. Alan Baharlou, Amos will continue 
teaching on a part-time basis in the geology branch he initiated 
and developed in 1965. 
Baharlou points to two factors which make Amos a "classic 
teacher": research experience and responsibility. 
"Dr. Amos has about 55 original publications to his credit," 
said Baharlou. "His experience sets the pace for the entire 
department. 
-more-
ADD l/l/l/1 AMOS 
Amos' own attitude reflects the dedication which has 
kept him in the field for more than 40 years. 
"I don't consider myself a teacher," Amos said, "but 
a geologist who teaches." 
"Dewey is a treasure of tremendous resources," said Baharlou. 
"I frequently go to him for advice." 
Ambs said he will miss making friends with his students. 
"Most of my friends now, in fact, are former students of mine," 
he explained. 
Baharlou attributes a large portion of the professional 
respect for Eastern's geology program to Amos. 
"We are known because of Dr. Amos," Baharlou said. He 
explained that oftentimes at professional conferences and 
meetings, other geologists will approach Eastern staff members 
and recognize them as being colleagues of Amos. 
Respect for Amos is readily apparent: his portrait hangs 
in the departmental office; he was named last year's recipient 
of Eastern's "Excellence Award in Science"; a scholarship 
for geology students has been established in his name; and 
more than a hundred people showed for a dinner in his honor 
Oct. 21. 
In 1948, Amos received a bachelor's degree in geology 
from Marietta College. He earned his master's from the Universtiy 
of Illinois two years later. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 AMOS 
He worked as a military geologist for the Corps of Engineers 
from 1951 to 1952 before joining the United States Geological 
Survey from 1952 to 1955. 
Returning to the University of Illinois, he received 
his doctorate in geology in 1957. 
After ten years as an assistant professor of geology 
at Southern Illinois University, Amos came to Eastern in 1965. 
He credits his long tenure at EIU to the school's location 
in a "modest" community. 
"I've really enjoyed my experiences and opportunities 
here," he said. 
To supplement his abbreviated teaching load, Amos plans 
to continue his services for the U.S. Geological Survey on 
a part-time basis upon his retirement. 
"We will definitely miss him," said Baharlou. "He's 
been such a good example of how to serve the department. 
We simply won't find any more Dewey Amoses." 
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